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HOREHOUND

droughty seasons. The plants yield th-
best hops in the temperate climates,
and each locality seems to have a cor-
rect soil and climate. Limestone soils
are well adapted to the culture of the
crop. A good supply of organic mat-
ter is essential to maintain a good
level of moisture and plant nutrients.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS : Hop is prop-
agated by cuttings made from the
underground stems by which the
plants live through the winter. The
ground should be prepared by plow-
ing deeply and plowing under a crop
of grass or legume. On limed soil, a
small Jiaount of phosphoric acid and
potash might be necessary. The
ground should be tilled to make a
fine seed bed. The cuttings are .set 2
feet apart One male plant is set for
every 100 female plants, but Euro-
peans grow the female plants by
themselves, as they claim the forma-
tion of 0eed in the female flower
makes the product too bitter. Weeds
are kept down by shallow cultivation.
The vines are trained on wire trel-
lises. The fiowers are picked by hand
and dried, after which they are baled
for market. The active ingredient of
the hop Sower? is an aromatic, yellow
resinous material which acts as a
preservative. It prevents the lactic-
acid bacteria from growing, while
permitting the yeast to grow.

INSECTS AICD DISEASES: Hop plants
are affected by a mildew which covers
the leaves and causes a poor quality
Iiops. The mildew is due to poor cir-
culation of air and for this reason
varies in. intensity with the seasons.
It may be held in check by spacing
the plants and thinning the leaves or
by dusting the foliage with a very
finely divided sulphur. Insect pests

include the hop louse or aphid. The
insect lives over the winter on plum
trees where it feeds until the hop
plants are ready. Then they migrate
to the plants and live on them until
late summer, when they go back to
the plum trees. One plum tree in a
locality is enough to attract the
aphids; proper spraying of the tree
with nicotine will go a long way to-
ward control of the aphids and pre-
vention of their migration to the hop.
There are numerous other insects
which cause trouble by feeding on
the foliage. Many of these can be
controlled with rotenone dusts.

Horehound

DESCRIPTION : Horehound (Marru*
bium vulgare} is an aromatic peren-
nial herb used for flavoring candies

and lozenges and supposed to have
some sedative value for throat afflic-
tions. The plant has a woolly appear-
ance and produces opposing leaves
on a square stem, with flower-clusters